
Socio-economic Changes in Norwegian and 
Russian Settlements on Svalbard

Alexandra Middleton
Postdoctorate Researcher

Oulu Business School 
University of Oulu

Twitter @arcticsense
alexandra.middleton@oulu.fi



Purpose of the 
study

• To contrast the availability of 
comprehensive, up-to-date 
demographic and socio-economic 
data on Norwegian 
(Longyearbyen and Ny Ålesund) 
vs Russian settlements 
(Barentsburg and Pyramiden) on 
Svalbard archipelago







Contacted 
agencies

ORGANIZATION DATA ON 
NORWEGIAN 
SETTLEMENTS

DATA ON RUSSIAN 
SETTLEMENTS

Statistics Norway Detailed 
demographic and 
socio-economic data

Data on number of 
people in Russian 
settlements

Russian Federal State 
Statistics Service (Rosstat)

N/A N/A

Consulate General of 
Russia in Barentsburg

N/A N/A

The Norwegian Tax 
Administration

data on Russian 
taxpayers in 
Norwegian 
settlements

N/A

Russian coal mining 
unitary enterprise 
"Arktikugol"

N/A Data on number of 
workers and average 
worker age


